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NEWSLETTER | MARCH 2020
Dear Old Scholars,
Welcome to our 2020 Newsletter. Our committee has had its first meeting
for the year and some changes have been made to our annual programme.
We have decided to have our midyear lunch at a restaurant instead of
catering for it at the school. This will take some pressure off the committee
members and enable us all to enjoy the company of our fellow old scholars.
Most of the members of our committee have been serving in this role since
before the senior school closed and it is becoming more difficult to carry out
the many tasks for our events.
As I am sure you are all aware, we no longer have any income as there have
been no new old scholars since 2011 so we need to consider the future of
the organisation carefully.
We do appreciate and thank those old scholars who have generously
donated money and time to the association and this has enabled us to
continue the work of recording and properly storing all the history of the school from its beginning to the present
time. It is hoped that much of this work can be completed in the next two years, at which point we may need to
wind down much of the Old Scholars’ Association.
We also pay Chris Lopez a small remuneration to keep all our database up-to-date and be the contact person for
old scholars organising reunions etc and it would be impossible to provide the services and activities that we do
without her help.
We will be having our Annual General Meeting in March and I do encourage you to come along and have some
input into the future of our association and how we might move forward. We would appreciate any ideas,
particularly if you have any marketing skills, IT expertise and /or time to contribute to The Old Scholars.
I look forward to seeing many of you during 2020 and hope that we can all enjoy sharing memories of our old
school.
Sue Stow (Davey ’70)
President OSA
NOTE: : Due to the current health situation we have had to postpone the AGM and the midyear lunch is also in
doubt. We will have a delay in printing the postal version of the newsletter but we will update information through
our website and facebook page.
Information for Trybooking for the Drinks@Gillingham event will be sent out at a later date, we hope we will all be
able to get together in October 2020.
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PATCHELL COLLECTION
ARCHIVE WORK IN PATCHELL
We thought you may like to see what is happening with the cataloguing and storing of the hundreds of items in
our collection.

PATCHELL REPORT
The Patchell volunteers continue to work on Tuesdays in the Patchell Library Historical Centre and in the rooms
which were in previous years, the Headmistress’s/Principal’s office (originally two rooms made into one in 1934)
and the Reception Office, once the Visitor’s waiting room.
The cataloguing of our collection continues, but we are now on the largest part of the collection i.e. the
photographs from 1902 to the present days – 118 years. Before we actually started this major effort, over 500
photos of the earlier years had been named, numbered and catalogued. But over the last 60 years, with the
evolvement of film, cameras, DVDs and CDs etc and the proliferation of their use, it means that there are
hundreds to be sorted. At this stage they are being sorted into categories – subject areas, staff, students, old
scholars, camps etc.
Like many home collections there are quite a few un-named photos, or perhaps they have been given a name
and a date followed by “?” or “probably …..”. At a later stage we will have to call on others to help with the
naming of people and occasions. Judith has been given this job of sorting the photos. She is surrounded by shoe
boxes being filled by photos! Joan has returned after a hip replacement operation and continues in the filing of
(alphabetically or chronologically) information about old scholars and the college as found in the printed word.
All this activity is due to Yolanda’s oversight of this large operation. It is due to her vision, ideas and expertise
that the historical collection is in such a good state and methodically housed. (see photo) Thank you very much,
Yolanda.
Eronwy is completing the data base and Chris (besides her secretarial work) is busy entering data from the
information about each historical item which has been photographed and notated by Yolanda. It is my job to
verify names of people, occasions and objects, where and when possible, by consulting our complete collection
of annual magazines, our reference books and also the reference material at the State Library.
Glenys Edwards
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PATCHELL COLLECTION
DO YOU REMEMBER?
We have a couple of questions in regard to items from the past that are of interest for our collection.
Perhaps you can help, please email os@annesley.sa.edu.au if you have any information about the following:
•

Robin Hood: Last year we showed you a photo of the 1946 production of Robin Hood which included
students from years 5 - 12. At the time, we didn’t mention the music, and as we have no record of the
music used, we are hoping that someone may remember, please let us know if you do.

•

Boarders: The following photos are of sewing kits that were required for mending stockings etc. Although
not on the ’Requirement List’ we know that all boarders used one - did you?
A recent donation to our historical collection was a boarder’s mending outfit (minus the mending
equipment). The collection had no such item and no list of the boarder’s requisites after the 1930’s and
even the earlier lists did not mention a mending outfit.
We have now been able to locate two more mending outfits and a boarder’s requisite list of the 1960’s,
which mentions a ‘Mending & Sewing Outfit - with elastic, buttons and tape’. No mention is made of the
very necessary darning needles, wool and mushroom! Each kit is quite an individual item. If you were a
boarder, what was your sewing kit like?

While looking for information about a boarder’s mending kit I read the boarding houses memories written by a
number of former boarders, and was surprised to find that at one time there was a boarding house mistress
employed to teach the girls how to darn their stockings. This elderly lady (elderly in the eyes and memory of the
writer) must have had other duties, I’m sure, but did we notice such things? Did we ever think they had any
other life? Or was she only ever seen at mending time?
For me, Friday night was mending night. Who was it who checked the freshly laundered stockings to see if they
needed mending? We sat in the common room and darned holes and cobbled runs (or ladders). The lucky girls
who had no mending to do went straight off to prep in the designated classrooms after dinner. As each girl
finished her mending and had it checked by the house mistress on duty, she was sent off to prep. I think I was
always the last to finish my mending – did I have more holes to mend? or was I very particular with my darning
as taught as Primary School? or was I just slow so that I would miss out on prep? But I certainly don’t remember
any staff teaching us how to darn those weekly (in my case) holes!
What are your memories?
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NEWS OF OLD SCHOLARS
SNIPPETS
Shirley-Anne Gale (Curry ‘53) was awarded OAM in the Queen’s Birthday Honours 2019
Vanessa Murdoch (‘92) was the invited artist at the SA Living Artist Festival in Lyndoch
Jennifer Batrouney (Romanes ‘80) is now President of the Australian Bar Association (ABA).
She is only the fourth woman to be elected ABA President in its 56-year history.
“It is such an honour to be able to represent the Bar, to be able to advocate for the
improvement of the law and the legal profession.” “It just seemed like something that
would be a new and exciting challenge”
Jennifer has spent 28 years at the Bar as a tax and charity law specialist. She also teaches in the Melbourne Law
Masters Program, and her extensive contribution to the professional community has included serving as
president of the Victorian Bar Association, the Tax Bar Association and Australian Women Lawyers.
Bev Litster (‘53) was a member of the Harry Butler Centenary Committee (Yorke Peninsular Council) when they
received an Australia Day award this year.

DEATHS
Susan Kay Beinke (Nelson ‘81)

Muriel Reid (Fricker ‘45)

Dawn Gloria Brand (Hull ‘54)

Judith Mary Kowald (Richards ‘61)

Karleen Joan Brooks (Branson ‘58)

Judith Alison Somerville (Lyons ‘49) 2018

Edith Anna Clarke (Hardy ‘52)

Bianca Sparreboom (‘95)

Rosemary Greenslade (Gilfillan ‘78)

Kim Thomson (Briand ‘74)

Dawn Estelle Grieg (Coombe ‘51)

Joan Margaret Young (‘40)

Christabel Elaine Hirst (North ‘60)

Judith Penna - staff 1995 - 2006

Elizabeth Mary Jackson (Askwith ‘61)

Rev David Pill - staff 2001

Like us on Facebook and
keep up-to-date with the
latest event information.
Find us at :
MLC/Annesley Old Scholars
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NEWS OF OLD SCHOLARS CONT.
IN MEMORIAM Liz Jackson (Askwith ‘61)
As Liz was the recent past President of the Old Scholars Association we have
asked her family to assist us with her in memoriam. On behalf of her sisters and
family, Anna Jackson has shared with us words that Liz wrote about her time at
school. Anna also adds: “MLC/Annesley held a very special place in Mum’s heart.
Some her happiest times were her years at school there. It is the reason why she
arranged the planting of our “Family Tree”, which is in the courtyard outside
Gillingham Hall, along with a plaque engraved with all the members of Liz’s family
who went to Annesley or its predecessor (four generations!)”.
Liz wrote: “I was born, Elizabeth Mary Askwith, at Memorial Hospital , North
Adelaide, on 24th July, 1944… I had two sisters, (Judith) Helen, aged 7, and
(Margaret) Joan, aged 5. I left East Adelaide Primary School after grade 6… and
started at Methodist Ladies’ College (M.L.C.) Greenhill Road, Wayville, in Year 7. Mum was very strong on
education, and it was one of the most important things for her to send us to M.L.C. So started a fulfilling 6 year
journey for me. I loved school and was involved in everything that was going. Most of my highlights were in the
sporting area… Our headmistress went to England on some kind of exchange year and brought back the most
wonderful physical education teacher, Miss Pat Tribe, who was a hockey player. Another great opportunity for me
as this was the beginning of my hockey career.
In year 11, I became an associate prefect. This was our matriculation year, and I won a Commonwealth
scholarship on my results which paid my university fees. I also won the prize for the top physiology student in the
state. I was in the A hockey and A tennis teams( I can’t remember how many years) and was awarded school
sports colours in hockey and tennis. I met Wayne [my future husband] for the first time at a party and we kept in
contact. I remember the next year we organised a basketball (netball) match between the PAC and MLC prefects.
We partnered each other at several MLC and PAC school dances – a highlight of the year! In 1961 I became Head
Prefect and was Dux of the school… I decided to study Physiotherapy at Uni… Three friends from school, Mary
Barkley (Withers), Di Skewes (Fairhead) and Merron Heaver (Spence) also decided to do physiotherapy. In 1982,
my eldest daughter, Jane started school at Annesley College in Year 8 and daughters, Meridie and Anna, later
followed.
[Later, as an adult] I went on the MLC/Annesley Old Scholars Committee as I decided I wanted to give something
back to the school which had partially closed…. In 2016 I put my hand up to become President of the MLC/
Annesley Old Scholars Association.”
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2020 EVENTS & REUNIONS
GOLF DAY 2020 - Will be held at RAGC, Seaton on Monday 16 November 2020 at 8am for 8.30 shotgun start.
REUNIONS: We are hoping that you are interested in your 10 (yr 8 2006), 20 (yr 8 1996), 30 (yr 8 1986) & 40 (yr
8 1976) year reunions in 2020! If you wish to convene or help organise your reunion please contact Chris at
os@annesley.sa.edu.au. We realise that this is a difficult time to plan but most reunions are held after
September when winter has finished.

60 YEAR REUNION (yr 8 1956) - Invitations to the 60 year reunion will be sent out early May 2020 if the event
is able to go ahead. This reunion is included in our midyear luncheon group, this year it will be held at the
Caledonian Hotel, North Adelaide on Wednesday 17 June, 2020.

50 YEAR REUNION (yr 8 1966)
2020 marks 50 years since our group finished Year 12. We are busy planning a reunion for our cohort in
September (possibly the 12th or 19th). On Saturday 22nd February, thirty of us enjoyed lunch at the Avoca Hotel
and discussed plans for this reunion. It was a great time catching up and we are all looking forward to doing
again in September. The following is a list of past students for whom we have no information and are included in
the 1970 cohort. The surname listed is their name at school.
Jane Armit
Randy Barker
Joanne Boxall
Pauline Burgess
Bronwyn Gardner
Elizabeth Gore
Bronwyn Hall
Kim Harris

Jill Hissey
Merilyn Nixon
Kirsten Rossiter
Anne Rowe
Anne Sleader
Heather Smith
Robyn Taylor
Margaret Waite

Please watch this space and the Old Scholars web page for more details!
Helen Flavel (Henderson ‘66)
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2019 EVENTS
DRINKS AT GILLINGHAM
Our second d@g event was held last October with a lot of chatter and laughter amongst a varied group of old
scholars. Many thanks to Sally and her team of committee members for providing great food & drink for all. We
hope that our next d@g will be able to take place on Friday 16 October 2020. We will keep you updated.
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2019 REUNIONS
10 YEAR REUNION - Peer Year 2009
On the 26th October 2019, the Class of 2009
celebrated their 10 year reunion. Although a
smaller turn out then intended it was
fantastic to see and hear all of the changes
that have occurred in the past decade to the
school but also their individual lives.
The reunion started with a tour of the Junior
school and then continued over to what used
to be the Senior school followed by drinks at
the

Parkside

Hotel.

Sunnilee Nanasi (’09)

30 YEAR REUNION - Peer Year 1989
The Class of ‘89 were privileged to be hosted by Bremerton Wines, the fabulous winery run by the Willson family
- Rebecca (1989) and Lucy - at Langhorne Creek. Nearly 50 attended and the time flew, with all vowing to do it
more frequently.
Skye MacDonald (’89)

8 | March 2020 MLC/Annesley Old Scholars Association Newsletter

2019 REUNIONS CONT.
45 YEAR REUNION - Peer Year 1974
On 16 November 2019 around 60 ladies attended our 45-year reunion at The Junction, Morphettville. It was
fantastic to reconnect with each other after so many decades. Most of us couldn’t remember what class we
were in, and had some difficulty with the house war cries but gave an excellent rendition of the school song.
How could anyone forget that?
Before the reunion a special tour of the school had been organised for us by the Principal of Annesley Junior
School, Luke Ritchie and conducted by Deputy Principal, Donna Nicolle. It brought back many memories of the
assemblies we had endured and an opportunity to see the great things happening there now.
Just a short tram trip for some to The Junction for the reunion, with plenty of delicious food and drinks, an
impressive display of school memorabilia and the chance to share school stories and memories. The venue
allowed us to mingle easily and renew friendships. Lyn Barrington and Susan Morgan spoke briefly about Victims
of Domestic Violence and support that is available. Some ladies stayed on and partied until 10.30!
We are saddened to learn of the death of Kim Thomson (nee Briand) only a few weeks after the reunion.
However, we were privileged to have spent a very happy day with her and will treasure those memories. We
would like to acknowledge the support from MLC/Annesley OSA, Harbourtown and Lindt Chocolates for our 45year reunion. Group photographs were taken by Festival Photographers.
Lyn Barrington, Jane Bagshaw, Liesa Hancock (nee Carroll), Natalie Fuller (Organising Team)

March 2020 MLC/Annesley Old Scholars Association Newsletter | 9

2019 REUNIONS CONT.
40 YEAR REUNION - Peer Year 1979
On Saturday 14th of September approximately 55 old Annesley girls met to share lots of stories and laughter.
Drinks and finger food were enjoyed at Sparke on Whitmore Square. Many travelling great distances to see each
other, the furthest travelling from Switzerland and America as well as interstate and country girls
present. Everyone had such fun we will all aim for the next reunion to be in five years.
Treena Haskard (Honan ‘79)

45 YEAR REUNION - Year 8 Peer Year 1969
Forty five 1969 - 73 first to fifth formers got together for a 50 year reunion lunch at the Caledonian Hotel last
October. People travelled from near and far, with Linda Sanders (nee Martin) coming all the way from North
Carolina. The decibels got higher and higher as the afternoon progressed. Photos and contact details were
exchanged, and memories were tested with a quick quiz with questions like:
- What were the flowers displayed every year at Carols Night and Speech Night?
- In what year did Miss Watts become Headmistress?
- And for extra points: What was the name of her dog?
The venue and food were great (we can recommend the Caledonian Hotel in North Adelaide). There are more
photos in the “MLC 1969 – 1973” Facebook group pages, open to anyone from the 1969 – 73 cohort.
Rosemary Burn (’73)
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2019 REUNIONS CONT.
50 YEAR REUNION - Peer Year 1969
On Sunday 10th November 2019, 50 smiling and excited girls gathered at the beautiful home of Kathy and
John Stringer to celebrate our 50 year school reunion. Many had travelled from interstate and the country.
The sisterhood of Boarders was strongly represented, having enjoyed a very special dinner the evening
before at Wendy Gumpl’s home.
Gold roses and violets on hand-painted name tags by Jan McGregor and flower arrangements from the
garden of Marion Inkster signified our 50 years of friendship. A truly sumptuous afternoon tea was provided
by the hard-working Reunion Committee and was appreciated by all. Amidst the laughter and cheerful
reminiscing, there was the opportunity to re- connect with dear friends. It was suggested by many present
that we might meet up in 5 years time rather than wait for another decade to pass. So please keep in touch!
Reunion Committee: Elizabeth Ackland, Wendy Dowd, Erica Gordon, Marion Inkster, Jan McGregor, Lowen
Partridge, Jane Willcocks.
Jo Mills (´69)
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2020 BOOKING FORM
Event

Date

Time

Cost

Venue

RSVP

Mid Year Lunch

Wednesday
17 June 2020

12 for
12.30

$35

Caledonian Hotel

12 June 2020

Drinks@
Gillingham

Friday 16
October 2020

6.30pm 9pm

TBA

Gillingham Hall
Annesley College

13 October
2020

No.
Persons

2020: After several requests at our November lunch, we have decided to give the committee a break from
organising the Mid year lunch. The Caledonian Hotel has been most helpful in accommodating our wishes for the
lunch. There is parking and easy access to the function area. We hope you will join us and enjoy our ‘winter’
lunch in the ‘Bartons’ room this year.
Note: Please be aware that the Midyear lunch may be postponed until later in the year.
Booking for Old Scholars Lunch:
Name: _____________________________________

Maiden Name: ___________________________

Name: _____________________________________

Maiden Name: ___________________________

Ph/Mob:____________________________________

Email:___________________________________

Table Name: _________________________________
Please indicate any special dietary requirements: ________________________________________________
My preferred payment option is (please circle): Cheque
Credit card payment (please tick): Master Card □

EFT
Visa □

Card no: __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __

Credit Card
Amount:______________

Exp. __ / __

EFT is payable to: BSB: 105 ‐ 125 Account No: 462 079 540
Please include your name & function name as your reference.
Cheques payable to: Old Scholars Association

Please return form to: MLC / AC Old Scholars Association, 28 Rose Tce, Wayville SA 5034

Donations:
We are very grateful for donations from our old scholars which helps us continue with our work in looking after
our collection and being able to communicate via our website and our newsletter. Please use this page to
donate to the Association.
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