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NEWSLETTER | AUGUST 2022
Hello Ladies
Winter this year has been one of the coldest I can remember!!!
However, when we are with family and friends and are out of
the elements, we feel warmed and welcomed!
In June, around 50 ladies did just that when we met at The
Caledonian Hotel, North Adelaide for our Mid-Year Luncheon.
The food was delicious, the atmosphere great and the
camaraderie and happiness were palpable in the room. The 60
Year Reunion cohort were well represented and loved catching
up with one another and the 70 years since Year 8 1952
celebrated too. .
Our classmates from yesteryear are friends we may not have
seen for a very long time or we may have seen them just last
week! It does not matter - when there is an opportunity to
meet and catch up on what has been happening in their lives, where they have been, how their
families are faring and other interesting news, I, for one, really savour the experience.
My cohort of MLC students who began Year 1 in 1958/59, and who completed Year 12 in 1970 or
were with me anytime in the years between, were due to celebrate our 50-year reunion in 2020.
That event unfortunately had to be cancelled due to Covid and I am yet to confirm a date in 2023 for
our deferred celebrations.
2022 is the 120th Anniversary of the inception of Methodist Ladies College back in 1902 in Malvern.
Our school has a long and proud history. Those who attended over those 120 years have contributed
to society in positive and often distinguished ways. From Olympians to opera singers, scientists to
sailors, doctors to dancers, musicians to midwives, nurses to nurturers - whatever their field of
endeavour or pathway in life, MLC/Annesley Old Scholars have achieved incredible feats and worked
hard to make their world a better place.
Our next official opportunity to celebrate our school is at Drinks in Gillingham on Friday
21 October 2022. Please consider returning to 89 Greenhill Road Wayville to catch up with friends
and enjoy the display of memorabilia and photos. I look forward to greeting you then.
Stay safe and warm!
Helen Flavel (Henderson, ‘70)
President OSA

Please Like our new Facebook page to
keep up-to-date with the latest event
information.
Find us at :
MLC and Annesley Old Scholars

August 2022 MLC/Annesley Old Scholars Association Newsletter | 1

PATCHELL LIBRARY HISTORICAL CENTRE
RENOVATION OF THE PATCHELL BUILDING
In a recent communication from the Principal of Annesley Junior School we have been advised
that the plans for the restoration & renovation of Patchell have been approved by the Unley
Council. This means that due to future building works the Old Scholars will have to move all of
our items in our collection to be stored safely until the building works inside Patchell have
finished. Our normal weekly time at the school will continue in part of the Harris wing (boarding
house).
PATCHELL BUILDING - 140 YEARS OLD -1882—2022
The Advertiser, 26 April
1881
TO
BUILDERS—
TENDERS will be received
at the office of the
undersigned until noon of
Wednesday, 11th May, for
ERRECTING the FIRST
PORTION
of
the
ADELAIDE
EYE
INFIRMARY,
near
Goodwood.
Plans etc at our office. No
tender necessarily accepted.
ENGLISH & SOWARD,
Architects.

In 1881 Dr John F. Joyce (an eye doctor), placed an
advertisement for tenders to build an eye hospital on Park Tce.
To date no official opening ceremony has been found in the
newspapers of the day, but it is thought that in 1882 the
hospital building was operational. By 1885 Dr Joyce was still
unable to have the building completed and the Bible Christian
Church bought the building, calling it Way College, as a
memorial to Rev. James Way the first Bible Christian minister in
SA who died in 1884.

Until 1892 the college was for theological students, but from
1892 to 1903 it became an outstanding educational institution,
erecting classrooms, a gymnasium and practical workshops
catering for the agricultural stream.

From 1904 when the campus became MLC (later Annesley in 1977) more changes have been
made to the original building. In 1926 the eastern tower was removed to build Gillingham Hall
and in 1963 the western tower was removed for the new dining room to be built. Inside Patchell
building, the central wall in the Headmaster’s office was removed in 1934. Patchell Library
memorial alcove was added in 1929 and the central stairway in 1953. The dormitory known as
the Barn was attached in 1919 and removed in 1953 when the Memorial Wing was built.
A BOARDER’S INFORMATION PROJECT - Whose project was this?
In 1972-3 one very meticulous student boarder undertook this
project but it has no indication of why it was done. Every boarding
house student had been interviewed as well as the Senior Resident
mistress. It is well illustrated with photos, plans and layout of the
buildings, graphs, maps, newspaper cuttings and statistics, and very
neat writing. There is no assessment mark recorded and no
indication of the illustrator’s name for the cover drawing.

FYI There were 102 boarders with the town of Cradock having the
highest number of boarders per town (5). Our archivist and
volunteers have enjoyed reading this history and have given it an A+
If you do know who wrote this please contact us at:
os@annesley.sa.edu.au
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NEWS OF OLD SCHOLARS
DEATHS
Yvonne June Porter (De Dear ‘64)
Rosslyn Mary Ness (Reed ‘56)
Zetta Karay OAM (Tiver 48)
Judith Casely-Smith (Daymond ‘55)

SNIPPETS
Jess Stenson (Trengove ‘05) Congratulations to Jess winning a gold medal at the recent
Commonwealth Games in Birmingham.
Wendy Davis (Potts ‘75) - recently attended Government House to receive her Red Kangaroo award
from the Girl Guides Australia. The award recognises her considerable service to Girl Guides
Australia over a long period, including local Guide leadership and roles in international relations.
Joan Durdin (‘39) - Congratulations to Dr Durdin who celebrated her 100th birthday in May 2022.
Photo: (Joan with some of the many birthday cards she received)
OSA Secretary, Chris was able to visit our newest Centenarian, who attended MLC between 1929 –
1939, with 2 of her sisters, her twin Patricia, and Eleanor attending during that time as well.
In 1940 Joan & Pat both started nursing at the RAH. Joan went on with a scholarship to study as a
nurse educator in a new course starting in London for two years before returning to Adelaide to
work for 10 years at the RAH and then six years teaching nursing in Papua New Guinea.
Joan became the Head lecturer and Head of School of Health Professions at Sturt College of
Advanced Education and contributed to the changes needed in nursing and according to Joan she
was ‘able to be there at the right time’. In 1994 the degree of Doctor of the Flinders University,
honoris causa was conferred due to her work achievements in Nursing Education.
Joan has written two books about the history of nursing in South Australia. The first, ‘They became
Nurses: A history of nursing in South Australia 1836 - 1980.’ Her second book ‘Eleven thousand
nurses: a history of nursing at the Royal Adelaide Hospital 1889 - 1993’.
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REUNIONS 2022
50 year reunion
On Friday May 13 about 20 of us met at Barb Dalwood’s home to celebrate friendship and
memories of our years at MLC. (Secondary schooling 1968-1972). It was a lovely gathering.
Unfortunately some if our “regulars” were absent but we had some fresh inclusions so there was a
great deal of catching up to be enjoyed. Some who couldn’t attend contacted us from various
places and we could share their news. Thanks to Barb for hosting us and to the helpers who
arranged spreadsheets, mail outs, and hospitality on the night.
Where have those fifty years gone??!!
Margaret Hosking (‘72)

Year 8 1952 - 70 year reunion
We were delighted that a small group of ladies were
able to join us at the mid-year lunch to
celebrate their 70 years since starting at MLC. These
old scholars have been generous donors to the
Association for which we are very grateful.

Mid-Year Lunch
We are very happy to see our regular lunch ladies
attending the lunch as well as having great support
from the committee.
Our next lunch is our end of year lunch on Wednesday
16 November. We hope to see everyone there and
don’t forget to send in your booking!
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REUNIONS 2022
60 Year Reunion - We invited the 1962 peer year to join
us at our mid year lunch, and were delighted to see so
many ladies who enjoyed chat and laughter catching up
with their cohort.

August 2022 MLC/Annesley Old Scholars Association Newsletter | 5

OSA FUTURE EVENTS IN 2022
Celebrating 120 years: 1902- 2022
120 YEAR CELEBRATION: the Old Scholars Association will celebrate this special year at our
Drinks @ Gillingham event on Friday 21 October, in Gillingham Hall.
Drinks & nibbles from 6 - 8pm. Cost: $40 pp All welcome.
Booking for the event will open as from 12 September, 2022.

https://www.trybooking.com/CCAAA
30 year reunion: Year 12 1992 - (Year 8 1988): to be held on Saturday 12 November 2022
at the Stirling Hotel (Pizza Deck), 12pm - 5pm. RSVP: 1 November 2022.
Contact: Jane Hassell m: 0418 634 613
45 year reunion: Year 12 1977 - (Year 8 1973): to be held on Saturday 22 October, 2022 at the
Highlander Rooftop Bar, 647 North East Road, Gilles Plains.
Please contact: Cathie Harvey (King) m: 0437 754 252 e: annesley1977@gmail.com or
Lisa Wright e: amycat5252@gmail.com

OS November Lunch: to be held at the Caledonian Hotel on Wednesday 16 November at 12.30pm.
RSVP: 14 November. Please see booking form.
OSA AGM meeting: to be held on Monday 21 November, 2022 in Patchell Library at 7.30pm.
All financial members welcome. RSVP: Apologies to Chris - os@annesley.sa.edu.au
———————————————————————————————————————

ARE YOU A REGULAR FACEBOOK USER?
We would like our MLC/Annesley Facebook page to share news and updates more regularly, and to
enable further connection with other old scholars, so we are looking for 2-3 people to be FB Page
Admins. This would involve checking the page regularly, responding to comments and activity on the
page and possibly uploading content (not essential). You don’t need extensive social media
knowledge, just an interest in FB and be a regular user.
For more information, contact old scholar Rianna Lopez (’95) via riannalopez@hotmail.com or on
Facebook Messenger.
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BOOKING FORM 2022
November Luncheon:
Date: Wednesday 16 November Time:12.30pm Cost: $40pp
Venue: The Caledonian Hotel North Adelaide
RSVP: 11 November 2022
IMPORTANT: Please ensure that we receive your booking by the due date for catering and table
purposes:

Booking for Old Scholars Lunch:
Name:* _____________________________________ Maiden Name: _______________________
Name: _____________________________________ Maiden Name: _______________________
Ph/Mob:*__________________________

Email:__________________________________

Table Name: ______________________________
Please indicate any special dietary requirements: _______________________________________
PAYMENT:
My preferred payment option is (please circle): Cheque

EFT

Credit Card

Cheques payable to: Old Scholars Association
EFT is payable to: BSB: 105 ‐ 125 Account No: 462 079 540 Please include your name as your
reference.
Credit card payment (please tick): Master Card □

Visa □

Card no: __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __

Amount: $

Exp. __ / __

DONATIONS: We would like to thank those Old Scholars who have generously donated during the past
year. We are very grateful for donations from our Old Scholars. Please use any of the above methods to
donate and help our Association continue its work. We will continue to provide a printed version at a
current cost of $4 each, to our older members who are and have been our most generous donors
Donation Amount: $
Please return the form to: MLC / AC Old Scholars Association, 28 Rose Tce, Wayville SA 5034 (include
name and telephone number)*

Payment for Drinks@Gillingham to be made through Trybooking: https://www.trybooking.com/CCAAA
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ANNESLEY JUNIOR SCHOOL
Appointment of new Annesley Junior School Principal
The Old Scholars Association congratulates Jo Rossiter (Holland ‘95) on her selection as Principal of
Annesley Junior School. The Chair of Council, Bruce Spangler sent out a letter to the Annesley
community. To see the letter in full go to our web page.
‘Dear Annesley Community,
On behalf of the College Council, I am delighted to inform you that Jo Rossiter has accepted our
invitation to become the next Principal of Annesley Junior School. As part of the senior leadership
team, Jo has played a critical role in the development of the innovative, strength-based learning
strategies that have cemented Annesley as a leader in primary education. She is a strong advocate for
our experiential and entrepreneurial learning programs that form the foundation of the futurefocused, personalised education environment for which we are known.
In our 120th year, as an Annesley Old Scholar and current parent, Jo brings a unique perspective and a
strong appreciation for the values and history of Annesley to the role of Principal. Her collaborative,
approachable and conscientious leadership style positions Jo well to lead Annesley as we enter our
next strategic phase’.
Update from the new Principal
Since we received this letter from the Chair of Council some of you may have seen the article in the
paper concerning the renovation of the Patchell building. To read the letter check our web page
which was sent to the community by the Principal Jo Rossiter and explains what will happen with the
project and Patchell building. The Association will be moving all the items from Patchell Library as well
as the archived collection to temporary storage before the end of the year.
The Junior School is celebrating this special year with a Gala dinner in October. Click here to see the
invitation to be held in Gillingham Hall.
Luke Richie’s Farewell Assembly
On Friday 1 July 2022, the last day of Term 2, Helen Flavel as OSA President, and Chris Lopez as OSA
Secretary, attended the Annesley Junior School students’ farewell assembly for their outgoing
Principal, Luke Ritchie. Luke’s family and a few Council representatives, the class teachers and
administrative staff were also in attendance.
It was truly wonderful to see so many children once again filling the seats in Gillingham Hall. School
numbers have grown under Luke’s leadership. Children from the ELC (Early Learning Centre) joined
the Primary and Junior Primary students to entertain Luke, his wife and children, and to celebrate the
positive impact that Luke has made over the past 6.5 years at Annesley.
Student representatives presented both Luke and his wife with bunches of native flowers as a farewell
appreciation gift. Two primary students who had collaborated to paint Luke’s portrait, presented that
framed painting to Luke. He loved that representation of himself and gave permission for that
particular portrait to be hung in the Gillingham Hall’s Principals’ Portrait gallery.
Helen Flavel, President OSA
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